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Jamshedi Navroz – 2015 Jame 
A Peep Into Our Future

· Dinshaw Kaiki Tamboly
Navroz Mubarak.

We the Parsis', of the present generation, face a convergence of crisis unmatched since the times our ancestors set foot on Indian soil. Our ‘urban family’ system is in crisis, our ‘personal health’ system is in crisis, our ‘population augmentation’ system is in crisis, our ‘leadership system’ is in crisis and above all, our ‘human values’ system is in crisis.

Is this an evidence of terminal decay within the community? Are we at the end of history? I should hope not.

Change as we all know is the only thing that remains constant in life. We can take practical steps to shape the even greater changes that lie ahead – to direct them rather than allow ourselves to be victimised by them. 
The present generations, both young & old, appear to be confused by the scale of changes taking place in a metamorphosing world. The agony of the present appears to be outweighing the promise of the future. This is suicidal. We must view the current disarray within the positive framework of a dynamic and exciting future. The future is not the property of any one generation. It is the duty of the present day community elders to ensure that our youth remain a part of the future as well.

A new generation of Parsis is emerging, and bringing with them new family styles, changed ways of working, loving and living, and an altered consciousness as well. Humanity is facing a quantum leap forward. We are facing the deepest social upheaval and creative restructuring of all time. Without realising it, the emerging generation is slowly but surely creating a remarkable new society from the ground up.

Two contrasting images of the future grip the popular imagination of present day elders. Most people, who bother to think of the future, assume that the world that they know will last indefinitely. They find it difficult to imagine a different way of life. Of course they accept that things are changing, but they assume that the changes will pass them by and nothing will shake the familiar framework. They confidently expect the future to continue as the present.

However, recent events have severely shaken their confident image of the future; a bleaker version is now becoming increasingly popular. Fed by a diet of bad news, many Parsis believe that there is going to be no future. For them, Parsis' are racing towards their final cataclysmic shudder.

We Parsis' are, in some sense, going through some of life's absurd phases, but that hardly means that the future will be sans Parsis.

The patriarchs’ of society must realise and accept that whilst the present belongs to them the future is reserved for the youth. It is a universal fact that every successive generation is smarter that the earlier one. If that were not so, we would still be living in the Stone Age and not the space age. 

The future of any country or community lies in its youth and the future direction that our community takes will depend on the quality of leadership that shall emerge.  

We the Parsis, are singularly fortunate that we have within us youth with excellent potential. Our youth have amply demonstrated that they have lying latent in them, a deep reservoir of awesome talent in various spheres of human endeavour. 
The elders of our community would be failing in their duties and committing a crime against country and community, if they did not make efforts to encourage and motivate our youth to bloom and blossom.

For me personally, it has been an extremely exhilarating and enjoyable experience over the last three decades to have a ringside seat for a preview of the awesome all-round qualities that our youth have.

Some generations are born to create civilisation whilst others to maintain it. Let us encourage and motivate our youth and help them to achieve their destinies. 

In today’s changing world, competitiveness and excellence are two key words. In a community such as ours, which is an ageing community with more members on the wrong side of fifty, when we are constantly losing out on the numbers game, competitiveness and excellence will be the two qualities needed for our survival. To achieve excellence is not simple. To achieve excellence in any sphere of life, what is required is just 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration. However, whilst our community may indeed be losing out on our numbers, I believe we are truly blessed for we have a youth that is second to none. We are a community with a brilliant past, a reasonable present, and, an outstanding future.

For a community of our size, complacency in my opinion would be our biggest shortcoming. We cannot afford to be complacent; we can only be competitive. We must simply work hard to scale the lofty heights of excellence that none others have reached, remembering always that adversity is a very vain quality, it never travels alone; one part of adversity always has as its companion two parts of opportunity. What needs to be done is to disregard adversity and convert them into opportunities.

We are very fortunate to be living in India. It's growing numbers, its rich heritage, its diverse culture, all make it a very unique country. The social fabric of our country, which is the home for 15 languages, itself establishes that in-spite of our diversity, we remain united and industrious and are on the brink of attaining global leadership.  

In the early nineteen forties, when the population of India was 300 million the Parsi community numbered 114,000. Presently (2015) when the population of India has shot up to 1.25 billion, we have dwindled to approx. 60,000. Notwithstanding our minuscule numbers, we have survived over the centuries and given foresight and vision we can place our gen next into a position whereby they and subsequent generations will continue to do so for many more millennia.
It is obvious that what we as a community need is an agenda for survival. Our future generations are destined to inherit challenges of a nature that have not been encountered before. To rise to the challenges we must condition our youth to achieve excellence in whatever they do and to develop a positive attitude.
A very good example of a positive attitude is reflected in the story of “David & Goliath.” When the villagers who were terrified by Goliath were asked to fight the giant, their response was “Don’t you see he is too big to hit?” But little David said “No, he is not too big to hit, he is too big to miss.” The rest as we all know is history. 

Our youth must be taught that success clings only to those having a positive attitude. Success is not an accident. When we choose hard work and positive attitude, we are creating a road map towards success. Hence, success is a matter of our own hard work, our own choice and not chances.

To get the winning edge we need to strive for excellence, not perfection. Striving for perfection is irrational because no one can become perfect, whereas striving for excellence is progress, because there is nothing that cannot be done better or improved upon. 

Our youth should be made to understand that successful people are not ten times smarter than the people who fail are. They may be better by a whisker, but the rewards are ten times bigger. We do not need to improve 100% in any one area. All we need is to improve 1% in 100 different areas, which is a lot easier. That is the winning edge.

A very important fact to be inculcated into the psyche of our youth should be, that in life success follows failures. 

Each and every notable success story that the world knows was earlier a story of great failure. The secret is to persist and not give up. Let me share four examples with: -

1. We all know of the great American president Abraham Lincoln. How many of us know that he failed in business at the age of 21; was defeated in an election for the legislature at the age of 22; failed again in business at age 24; overcame the death of his sweetheart at age 26; suffered a nervous breakdown at age 27; lost an election to the congress at age 34; lost an election to the senate at age 45; failed in an effort to become vice-president at age 49, but was elected President of the United States of America at age 52. 


Lincoln could have quit. but for him defeat was a diversion, 
not a dead end.

2. All of us have read comic books and enjoyed the cartoons of Walt Disney. But how many know that as a cartoonist, Walt Disney faced many rejections from newspaper editors, who said he had no talent. A minister at a church took pity and hired him to draw some cartoons. Disney’s work place was a mouse-infested shed near the church. After seeing a small mouse, Disney was inspired, Mickey Mouse was born and is today the most famous cartoon character ever produced.

3. Take the example of Colonel Saunders, the founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken. When he was 65 years of age, his only possession was a beat up car and a $100 cheque from social security. He realised that he had to do something to survive. He remembered his mother’s recipe of fried chicken and went out selling it. Can anyone guess how many doors he knocked on till he got his first order? Nearly one thousand doors! How many of us quit after three tries, ten tries, fifty tries, and then we say it is not our fault, we tried. 

4. Finally, one day a partially deaf four-year-old kid came home with a note in his pocket from his teacher which said, “Your Tommy is too stupid to learn, get him out of my school. His mother read the note and wrote back “My Tommy is not stupid to learn. I will teach him myself.” That Tommy grew up to be the great Thomas Alva Edison, the man who invented the light bulb. But for him, perhaps we would have remained in darkness. One very important issue to remember in the case of Thomas Alva Edison is that he succeeded in his invention of creating a light bulb only on his 6000th attempt. Did he give up – No.

Let us never forget that these people succeeded in spite of problems, not in the absence of them. These individuals succeeded because they displayed the qualities of patience, persuasion, perseverance and persistence.
Human beings, of all the creations of nature, are physically the most ill equipped in this world. We cannot fly like a bird, a tiny insect can kill us, we cannot outrun a leopard, we cannot swim like an alligator, we cannot climb trees like a monkey, and we do not have the claws of wild cats. Physically, in comparison with other creations of nature, we are helpless and defenceless. But nature has been reasonable and kind. Nature’s greatest gift to us humans is the ability to think. We can create our own circumstances, whereas animal, birds, insects and fish have to adapt to the conditions imposed by nature.

If we can successfully inculcate into our youth, the greatest gift that nature has given us, the gift to think, to its full potential, we can rest assured that our children and their children will have a sound future, regardless of our depleting numbers.
It may appear that there are dark clouds on the horizon, but then let us repose confidence in our youth, who are second to none. If groomed properly they have the abilities to be trail blazers and leaders of the society they shall inherit.

Atha Zamyad, Yatha Afrinami.
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